Laura S. Brown

Personal:
Handshouse Studio


8 Meadow Farm Way, Norwell, MA  02061


(781) 826-7314


handshouse@handshouse.org
Education:
University of Massachusetts



M.F.A. Sculpture 1995


Massachusetts College of Art



B.F.A. Sculpture 1993 

Teaching:
Massachusetts College of Art, Boston, MA

1996 - 2002
3 D Department Faculty


Massachusetts College of Art Program for Continuing Education


1992, 1993
International Study Programs 

1995, 1997
Mexico - Maya Expedition, Co-Leader / Lecturer

1996
Wood Structures


University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

1994 – 1995
Graduate Teaching Assistant


Furniture Design, Drawing, Writing for BFA majors


North Karelia Polytechnic, Joensuu, Finland 

2000
Sculpture workshop


Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, ME  

Summer 1992
Foundry workshop technical assistant

Grants /
Visible Republic Planning Grant 

Awards:
Helen Blair Crosby Sculpture Award   


Dondis A. Dondis Travel Fellowship  


Naomi I. Becker Scholarship   


Maggy Krebs Gift   


Ford Foundation Grant  

Professiona
Activity

1999 - 2003  
Partner, Handshouse Studio, Norwell, MA
Projects


2003 Building the Replica of  the Revolutionary War Submarine ‘Turtle’
Researched and directed the project. Handshouse Studio hosted the project in collaboration with Windfall Films for Discovery Channel, England’s Channel 4 and France’s Channel 5 television and National Geographic Magazine
Building the Replica of Diderot 1750 T Crane 

(a 35’ human-powered wooden construction crane) 

Handshouse Studio hosted and directed the project in collaboration with  Mass College of Art.

2002
Building the Replica of Jean Rudolph Perronet’s Pont  d’Orleans Crane
(a 50’ human-powered wooden construction crane)   

Handshouse Studio hosted the project in collaboration with Mass College of Art, Wheelock College, Wentworth Institute of Technology funded by the Davis Foundation Grant and documented by National Geographic and WGBH Public Television.   

2000

NOVA In Search of Lost Empires Series - Pharaoh’s Obelisk


WBGH Public TV  - aired Feb 2000
 


Researched, designed and developed team which successfully raised Obelisk 3 in Chelmsford, MA through ancient Egyptian methods for the filming of Pharaoh's Obelisk, 1999

Researched, designed and constructed scaled working models for the filming of Pharaoh’s Obelisk, 1999

Researched and constructed replicas of Middle Kingdom stone core drills for the filming of Pharaoh's Obelisk, 1999  

1998
NOVA In Search of Lost Empires Series  - Medieval Siege   

WBGH Public TV - aired Feb 2000
Participated in the building of two medieval siege machines, trebuchets, at  Urquhart Castle in Inverness, Scotland, 1998

Built model of the hinged weight trebuchet for the filming of Medieval Siege 

Lectures and Presentations




PBS Press Tour, Pasadena, CA, 2000



Lecture and Demonstration of scaled working models for Pharaoh’s Obelisk
   .   

Boston Museum of Science, Boston, MA, 2000



Lecture and Demonstration of scaled working models for Pharaoh’s Obelisk



Children’s Museum of Manhattan, N Y, NY, 2000



Lecture and Demonstration of scaled working models for Pharaoh’s Obelisk



Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH,  2001



Lecture and Demonstration of scaled working models for Pharaoh’s Obelisk



University of Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA, 2000


Lecture and Demonstration of scaled working models for Pharaoh’s Obelisk



Ancient Egypt Research Associates (AERA, Inc.), Cambridge, MA


Field work on the Gila Plateau Mapping Project, Cairo, Egypt, 2000



Excavation and mapping of Square D 17 X, an ancient copper working shop

Research, Travel and Documentation, 2000 


Egypt - Luxor, Karnak, Aswan 

Photographed, researched and measured the obelisks of Luxor and Karnak, the pedestal stone and original sites for additional information regarding the sand pit method of raising an obelisk. Photographed and measured the unfinished obelisks in the Aswan quarries. Photographed Egyptian sites.
London, England, New York, NY, Photographed and researched the Cleopatra’s Needles, Egyptian Obelisks 

Member of Timber Framers Guild 

Elected Board Member – 2003-2005


Participated in building timber framed public service projects:

Project Horizon Project  - Coordinator and faculty representative for Mass College of Art students, participating with Habitat for Humanity, Washington and Lee University, Virginia Military Institute and the Timber Framers Guild, in the timber cutting and raising of “Lisa’s House,” a shelter for battered women through Project Horizon, Lexington, VA, 1999


Effinger Pavilion - Faculty representative for Mass College of Art students, participating with Virginia Military Institute and the Timber Framers Guild, in the cutting and raising of a pavilion at the Effinger Elementary School, Effinger, VA, 1998
Trebuchet Project, Participated in the layout, cutting and constructing a trebuchet (a medieval siege machine) with Virginia Military Institute and the Timber Framers Guild, Lexington, VA  1997

Designed and built Handshouse Studio, a unique timber framed structure Timbers were felled, milled and cut on our property, the finished frame was hand raised employing traditional hand raising methods involving about 75 people.  Norwell, MA  1996-99

Research, Travel and Documentation, Mali, West Africa

Dogon, Puel, Bozo, Bambara and Tuareg cultures,  1994
Funded by the Dondis A. Dondis Travel Grant and the Helen Blair Crosby Award   1994

Invitational Speaker


Duxbury Arts Association, Duxbury, MA  2002


Hartwick College, Oneonta, NY  2001 


Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH  2001 


University o f Puget Sound, Tacoma, WA  2000

Curator, Living Room -   An outdoor sculpture exhibition for the City of Boston’s ParkARTS program located in 12 parks throughout the city and  the Boston Common for First Night 2000,  1999 -2000

Co-Curator The Complex Harbor, Refuge, Protection, Threshold

Outdoor site-specific sculpture exhibition, The Art Complex Museum, 

Duxbury, MA  1998-99

Curatorial Assistant and Preparator, The Art Complex Museum, 

Duxbury, MA, Designed and built specific elements for exhibition, directed the installation and lighting for exhibitions for contemporary art and archival objects, managed and researched the objects of the Carl Weyerhaeuser permanent collection which included Shaker Furniture and textiles, Japanese ceramics and textiles, Asian objects, Native American objects, and assisted the curator of exhibitions and the curator of collections, 1996-99

Juror   - Annual Winter Juried Duxbury Arts Association Exhibition, 1997, 2002

Visiting Lecturer, Art as Journey, Humanities Department, University of Georgia, 1996
Partner, Morgan Payne Concepts, Inc., Residential design/build company, Brookline, MA 1985 -



1995

Licensed Builder, Brookline, MA 1982 - 1995

Visiting Lecturer, Jacksonville University, College of Fine Arts Lecture
Art as Journey, Jacksonville, FL  1995

Visiting Lecturer, Art and Mythology of the Dogon, Afro-American Department,  U Mass, Amherst, MA, fall 1993, spring 1994, fall 1994

Visiting Lecturer / Artist Environmental Installation / Lecture

Mass College of Art Haystack Program, Boston, MA Fall 1994

Boat Building Construction of a traditional Nathaniel Herreshoff 16’ woodenday sailor 1994-96

Visiting Lecturer, Art and Mythology of the Dogon, Critical Studies Department, Mass College of Art, Boston, MA Spring 1994

Research, Travel and Documentation, Mexico Yucatan, Chiapas and Quintana Roo, Mexico including the Ancient Maya sites as well as living Maya villages and culture, 1991, 1993, 1995, 1997

Visiting Artist / Lecturer, Glasgow School of Art, Sculpture Department, Glasgow, Scotland, winter 1994

Project Assistant, Measured Architectural Drawings for Palazzo Casali, 
Cortona, Italy.  A historic preservation project for the City of Cortona and the University of Georgia Studies Abroad Program, 1984

Draftsman / Rendered, Jane Bernstein, Landscape Architect, Cambridge, MA  1983

Draftsman / Model maker, Doug Okun and Associates, Cambridge, MA  1982

Exhibitions:
Foreman Gallery, Hartwick College, N.Y. Born of the Mouth, 2001


Boston Architectural Center Gallery, Accidental Audiences, Boston, MA 2001


Carelicum Museum, Joensuu, Finland, PermanentCollection, 2000


Vainamoinen - In the Belly of the Giant and Il Marta- the Birth of Finland

The Art Complex Museum, Duxbury, MA 1999 - 2000



Seven Log Books / Born of the Mouth 


Federal Reserve Building, Boston, MA  1997


3 Darts  

The Lamar Dodd School of Art, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia 1996 




The Crossing  / A Journey




Centennial Sculpture Exhibition, University of Massachusetts at Dartmouth, 




Dartmouth, MA 1995



Mirror

 Hampden Gallery, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 1995 



The Crossing / A Journey  

Jacksonville University, Jacksonville, FL  1995, Origin  


Federal Reserve Building, Boston, MA, 1995



The University of Massachusetts Sculpture Show,
 


Huntington Gallery, Mass College of Art, Boston, MA  1994



The Crossing  / A Journey 



Hampden Gallery, University of Mass, Amherst, 1994



Imprint

Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, Deer Isle, ME  1994



Axis Mundi - Earth, Air, Fire, Water 



Environmental Installation / Performance

 


Mass College of Art, Boston, and MA 1994 



 Haystack Show

The New Arts Center, Newton, MA  1994



Temporal Systems,


The Bandiagara Escarpment, Mali, West Africa, 1994



Spreading the Dust of the Ancestors


Environmental Installation / Performance Collaborative, 


Helen Blair Crosby Award Exhibition, Mass College of Art, 1993



Ancestors

Federal Reserve Bank, Boston, MA 1993


Ancient sites in Scotland and England 1993, 





Pilgrimage, Environmental Installation Collaborative




Hampden Gallery, U Mass, Amherst, 1994


Haystack Mountain School of Craft, Deer Isle, ME  1992



Earth, Air, Fire, Water Environmental Installation / Performance Collaborative


Generations, Environmental Installation


Longwood Gallery, Mass College of Art, Boston, MA  1992





Life Cycles,  

Smith Hall, Mass College of Art, Boston, MA  1992



6000 Years since UR






Environmental Performance, Wellfleet Beach, Wellfleet, MA  1991



Mother - Child the Continuum, 

 


 University of Georgia Studies Abroad Program Exhibition,



Cortona, Italy, 1985


 Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 1979 


Compression Structure,

Skills:

Exhibition Design and Installation: Experience in exhibition production including artist selection, catalogue production, signage, gallery talks, special programs, public relations. Experience in all aspects of exhibition layout, installation, and lighting for both contemporary art and archival objects including designing and constructing supporting elements, bases, hanging devices. Experience in art moving and handling.

Architectural Designing and Building: Experience in architectural design,drafting, rendering, model making, construction management and extensive knowledge and hands on skills for most residential construction processes.


Woodworking: Experience in all levels of wood related processes including design, fabrication, lamination, carving, lathe work, steam bending  and finishes. Experience in organization, maintenance, and repair of shop equipment and hand tools.  Extensive experience in post and beam construction, wood frame construction, finish carpentry, and cabinet making. 


Foundry:  Experience in metal casting including iron, bronze and aluminum using traditional lost wax investment, ceramic shell, and green sand casting technology as well as open face casting into wooden forms. 


Welding:  Experience in most aspects of welding including cutting, MIG welding, electric arc welding.


Earth Technology: Experience in large earth moving techniques and a variety of rammed earth construction techniques.


Concrete:  Experience in concrete solid casting, hollow casting form work, 
footing, and slab techniques. 


Paper Making: Experience in shaped paper techniques, vacuum table and press techniques, cast paper pulp techniques.


Photography: Experience in black and white photo processes, and extensive use of 35 mm camera for documentation of performance and installation work, portfolio preparation, lecture slides, and cultural travel documentation. 

